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Lambeth UNISON — special supplement 

I work for Lambeth Hous-
ing Management in the 
South area and serve as a 
Unison steward there. I 
also serve as the chair of 
the board of governance 
of a residents manage-
ment association in Brix-
ton, Blenheim Gardens 
RMO. As such, social 
housing concerns are very 
present in my mind at all 
times. I attended the first 
protest march against the 
Housing and Planning Act 
on 30 January. There was 
an extremely wide spec-
trum of people and politi-

cal groupings present in-
cluding an impressive 
turnout from UNISON 
with banners in evidence 
from Southwark, Tower 
Hamlets and Camden. I 
marched with Camden. 
Unite also was well repre-
sented. Considering the 
potential impact of the 
legislation the turnout 
was small and I know 
from conversations with 
friends that this legislation 
has slipped through under 
a lot of peoples’ radar, not 
altogether surprising giv-
en the number of issues 

progressive people 
are grappling with at 
present. With this in 
mind I would like to 
reiterate the prob-
lems arising from 
this act. There are a 
number of perni-
cious provisions very 
prejudicial to the 
future of social 
housing providers. 

I would advise anyone 
who cares about the qual-
ity of life of the less well 
off people of this country 
to oppose this by all avail-
able legal means until this 

SPECIAL: Why the Housing and 

Planning Bill must be stopped 
Eamon Maguire on why the Housing and Planning Bill is a disaster for people across the country 

ill thought out and danger-
ous legislation is repealed.  

There will be further 
marches, the next is on 13 
March - meet at 12 noon, 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, nearest 
tube Holborn 

 

Rent reduction of 1% a 

year for five years, which 

is simply fiddling the 

books as a huge amount 

of social housing rent 

comes from housing ben-

efit and they can reduce 

this expenditure at the 

expense of social hous-

ing providers and local 

authorities. All providers 

were assured that the 

previous system of an 

annual 5% increase 

would be maintained for 

another five years. This 

means many council fi-

nancial plans have been 

ruined at a stroke. 

Extension of the right to buy to hous-

ing association tenants. This will have 

exactly the same effect on these pro-

viders as it has had on local authority 

providers. They will lose their stock at 

a discounted rate and find themselves 

unable to replace it. 

Compulsory sale of "high value voids" by 

the council. How the "high value" will be 

defined is as yet unspecified. This is al-

legedly to provide the money to compen-

sate housing associations for the dis-

counted sales under right to buy, so the 

money for the sale of this stock will not 

go to local authorities. This at a time of 

savage cuts in council funding, This is a 

particular threat to the Leathermarket 

TMO as they are situated in the very 

shadow of The Shard. 

“Pay to Stay". An ar-

bitrary cut-off point 

at which an individu-

al or couple earning 

more than £30,000 a 

year in the country at 

large and forty in 

London in London 

will no longer be eli-

gible for social hous-

ing rent but have to 

pay the ludicrously 

inflated "market 

rate". For a couple in 

London this would be 

no more than the 

London living wage. 

This provision is 

highly likely to create 

"sink estates". 

“There are 1,843,992 households 
in England and Scotland on a local 

authority housing waiting list 
while average house prices are 

now 6.3 times median earnings in 
England and 5.8 times median 

earnings in Scotland.”    

GMB data, 2014 

The impact of this new law… the end of social housing in Britain 
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Kill the Housing 

and Planning Bill! 

Save social 
housing in 

Britain! 

The Conservative government’s new 
bill will force councils to sell off all 
their “most valuable homes” and 
evict anyone in a council house 
earning more than the London Liv-
ing Wage. This will lead to a wors-
ening of the housing crisis and huge 
profits for developers.  

Trade Unions like UNISON, Unite 
and the GMB are opposed, along-
side the Labour Party.  Join the pro-
test in London on 13 March to help 
stop this unfair law 

”Shelter estimate that the measures 
in the Housing Bill will lose 180,000 
affordable homes over the next four 
years.”  

Jeremy Corbyn 

Put this poster up in your window or on a union noticeboard 

NATIONAL DEMO  

SATURDAY 13 March  

Meet 12noon Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields, London 
WC2A 3TL  


